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in the minds of Muslims and other minorities,
and it was for them as the majority party to
remove those apprehensions. The assurance,
though better worded, still fell short of Muslim
expectations. Though it was clear by now that
no constitution would be enacted merely at the
behest or instance of one party, however numerous
and vocal, yet it was doubtful whether the Mus-
lims1 right to choose finally what was best for
them was recognized. The British Government
still seemed to retain the authority to have the
final say in the matter. While the British states-
men were beginning to realize the genuineness
of Muslims* apprehensions and the justice of
their claims, the Congress in the meantime had
started a crusade in the press and on the platform
against the Muslim League, which was painted as
the villain blocking the way to India's freedom.
Lies, libels and calumnies against the Muslim
League and its leaders fell thick from the lips of
the votaries of 'truth and ahimsa'. The chief
target of attack was Mr. Jmnah, for he had com-
mitted the unpardonable crime of refusing to be a
party to the nefarious game of establishing Hindu
domination over the whole country. A hue and
cry was raised that the Musjims wanted the power
to veto all constitutional advance. The Congress
wiseacres with an air of injured innocence put
the question as to how could a minority be given